
The Upper Witham



About East Mercia Rivers Trust

▪ Independent charity formed in September 2022

▪ Covering 5 counties of original Kingdom of Mercia encompassing over 

120 watercourse

▪ Mission: Bringing rivers back to life for nature and communities



What we want - Lower Cringle Brook

• Habitat diversity

• Pools and Riffles

• Tree Roots

• Flood plain

• Wet Woodland

• Water storage

• Carbon Storage



What we have….



Manthorpe Before…

• Flood bank ineffective -

not allowing water to 

drain back into river

• Channel relatively 

straight  & disconnected



Manthorpe After….

BENEFITS:

Water storage

Sediment trapping



Belton Park 



Colsterworth Project



Colsterworth Project

Timeline:

May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Planning and EA Flood 

consent applications

River Condition & 

Ecological surveys 

complete

Project delivery 

including fencing

Project Completion



Other Upper Witham Project Examples



Any Questions?

david.hutchinson@environem
ent-agency.gov.uk

gail@eastmercia.org
07927 156155
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